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Help Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose solve mysteries from A to Z!  Â  Kids love collecting the entire

alphabet and super editions! With over 8 million copies in print, the A to Z MysteriesÂ® have been

hooking chapter book readers on mysteries and reading for years. Now this classic kid favorite is

back with a bright new look! Â  C is for Canary . . . Green Lawn has a pet problem! Dinkâ€™s

neighbor canâ€™t find her canary. Ruth Roseâ€™s cat, Tiger, has also disappeared. Then the kids

hear about two more missing critters. Is there a pet-napper in town? Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose are

on the case!
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I read one of Ron Roy's mysteries, ("The Falcon's Feathers"), and was so impressed that I grabbed

another to see if the whole series was as good as that sample. Happy to report that this volume was

just as entertaining.Roy has three sets of mysteries. The "A to Z" mysteries, (26 volumes for the 26

letters and then three bonus volumes), are for older chapter book readers. The "Calendar"

mysteries, (surprise - 12 volumes), are for younger readers and, in a clever twist, feature the

younger siblings of the protagonists from the "A to Z" set. The third series features mysteries that

take place at various national landmarks in Washington, D.C.The "A to Z" books showcase an

appealing set of characters, fair mystery plots, a bit of action and decent secondary characters.



They are like junior versions of the Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew mysteries. They have younger

heroes, they are shorter, there are fewer twists and turns, there's a bit less danger, and the

mysteries are a bit tamer. But that said, they have the same corresponding strengths. The three

heroes, (Josh, Dink and Ruth Rose), play equal roles, with no apparent bias between boys and girls.

There is the same kidding friendship among them. Adults are generally dependable, (when they

aren't the villain in disguise). There is a good balance between clue hunting, figuring things out, and

being chased and trapped. The mysteries are conventional, but I mean that in a good way - clues

are fair, red herrings are fair, and the resolutions are logical. There are some convenient

coincidences, but that's par for the course, especially in a relatively short chapter book.In this

canary book we have a bunch of pet-nappings. Who or what dunnit? Why? There are no suspects,

and the reason behind the crimes is unclear.
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